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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

July 19, 1990
UD RELIGIOUS STUDIES PROFESSOR LEADS GROUP
ON A "PERSONAL JOURNEY" TO THE HOLY LAND

To most people, the Dead Sea, Jerusalem and the Sea of Galilee are
sites from the Bible and dots on a map.
To a University of Dayton professor of religious studies and 14 tristate residents, those historic places now have deep personal meeting after
a two-week journey to Israel, "the land of the Bible." The group bathed in
the hot sulphur springs of the Dead Sea, prayed or reflected in the
wilderness of the desert and visited the room where the Last Supper was
celebrated as part of a journey unlike any ever taken by a tourist.
"We based the trip on scholar Joseph Campbell's concept of the heroic
journey. In literature, the journey is a metaphor for personal growth and
transformation. We structured the visit to include a number of places that
would stimulate individuals to go through their own inner process of
growth," said Conrad L'Heureux, a UD professor and Biblical scholar. "For
instance, at Mt. Tabor, the mountain of transfiguration, people had the
opportunity to reflect on the transformations happening in their own
lives."
For some participants, the Holy Land contained some shocks.
"Everywhere you move in Israel, there's barbed wire and soldiers. That was
a bit of a surprise and hard to get used to," said Linda Cole of Enon.
Cole is the registrar in the School of Law and a part-time religious
studies major.
For Gina Wood, a part-time graduate student in religious studies, the
Old and New Testament "came alive" for her. The Kettering resident
described the trip as "a Christian pilgrimage."
Charlie Joiner of Kettering would recommend the journey for corporate
executives. "Personally, I have an interest in leadership development,"
said Joiner, corporate vice president at Mead Corp. "The idea of a
personal journey seemed right to me at the time."
The group visited Israel June 17-July 7. For media interviews,
contact Conrad L'Heureux at (513) 229-4218, Linda Cole at 229-3211, Gina
Wood at 229-2449 or Charlie Joiner at 222-6323.
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